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SCREEN
CITY
IN RECOGNITION The
Eastern men’s basketball team

Charleston resident Ron Pruett is
publicly recognized for service to
community and country.
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City salt supplies
prepared for winter
After last year’s
shortage, work
being done for
upcoming season
By Jack Cruikshank
Staff Reporter| @DEN_News
After experiencing shortages of
salt/icemelt used to keep roads
and sidewalks free of ice, both the
city of Charleston as well as Eastern’s groundskeepers have been
preparing for a winter as harsh as
last year’s.
Ron Croy, a maintenance equipment operator within the grounds
operations department, said the
campus grounds crew will be prepared for this winter.
“ Pe o p l e h a v e t o u n d e r s t a n d
we are out in the weather,” Croy
said. “We cannot be everywhere at
once; we have 18 people for 320
acres – with 10 miles of sidewalk
and 42 acres of sidewalk.”
For the city of Charleston, Curt
Buescher, the director of public
works, said the city has been preparing for a “harsh winter.”
Buescher said the city is pre-

pared for this year’s weather after almost running out of salt last
winter season.
“When we still had salt [toward
the end of last winter], we realized
that even though we had a contracted amount ordered through
the State of Illinois bidding process, we were not going to get the
rest of our salt until IDOT and
the larger cities in Illinois had gotten their salt,” Buescher said.
After having to mix sand and
salt last year, the Charleston Public Works Department has prepared by currently stockpiling 750
tons of salt for this year.
Buescher as well as Croy
stressed how the salt does not
work below approximately 15 degrees. Between 15 and 0, a mixture of sand and salt works best,
while only sand can be used at any
temperatures below 0 degrees.
“ We use sand to give added
traction – you’ll see that in the
parking lots – it’s cheaper, but it
is not as effective,” Croy said. “At
least it will give you some traction
when it’s so cold and the ice is frozen so hard the icemelt doesn’t
work.”
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Fraternity returns
after long absence
Roberto Hodge
Multicultural editor |@BertoHodge
Nearly 20 years have passed since
Omega Psi Phi has been an active
fraternity stomping and walking itself on to the yard of Eastern. This
fall semester marked their return after an almost two decade absence.
Brandon Byers, the president of
Omega Psi Phi, said the process
to reactivate the organization took
about a full year to complete.
He said he had to talk to administration, the minority affairs office
and James B. Griffin, a TRIO adviser.
“He stood as an adviser and
mentor when no one else would,”
Byers said.
Byers said speaking to administration was his first step to reinstating the fraternity with bringing
forth academic initiatives, service
plans and their intake process.
He also needed to familiarize
himself with those on student executive board of Eastern’s National
Pan-Hellenic Council.
The council presides over the
“Divine Nine” historically black
Greek organizations, which Omega
Psi Phi is a part of.

The Divine Nine include five
fraternities and four sororities: Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority, Kappa Alpha
Psi fraternity, Omega Psi Phi fraternity, Delta Sigma Theta sorority,
Phi Beta Sigma fraternity, Zeta Phi
Beta sorority, Sigma Gamma Rho
sorority and Iota Phi Theta fraternity.
Currently, Eastern has six of the
nine Greek organizations active on
campus.
Dean Harwood, the director of
fraternity and sorority programs,
said the last time Eastern’s chapter
was active was early ‘95, but he is
unsure of why it went inactive in
the first place.
Harwood said the fraternities
and sororities the campus works
with must be a part of one of the
national organizations and meet
specific requirements regarding
non-hazing policies, insurance, and
support from the organization.
The organization must also meet
the requirements required of a registered student organization, which
means a minimum of 10 members
and a faculty/staff adviser, Harwood said.
FRATERNITY, page 5
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Akeem Forbes, a sophomore english major, receives his 1st Runner Up sash from Essence of a Man 2013 winner,
Brandal Miles, a senor kinesiology and sports studies major, and Brandon Byers, a senior applied engineering
and technology major and president of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., Thursday during the 2014 Essence of a Man
pageant in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr., University Union.

New Mr. Essence crowned
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge

A group of young women each with a
face of boredom sat at their desks waiting
for their professor to come into their classroom.
Soon, Devonte Dixon, a junior communication studies major, walked into
the classroom and began to cite a poem
about growing up and the challenges of
being an adult.
The poem transitioned subtly into a
tale about a boy who was sexually assaulted and molested by his older cousin.
“He was scared and he was defenseless,
and he was being violated,” Dixon said.
Ending his descriptive tale saying the
boy who suffered through the torment
and humiliation “Was me,” won over the
crowd and judges — Dixon was crowned
Mr. Essence 2014 during the Essence of
a Man scholarship pageant Thursday evening.
Dixon became emotional as the crown
and cape was placed upon him at the announcement of his winning.
“This feels like the best feeling in the
world; I feel like a kid at Disney World,”
Dixon said.
Since being crowned Mr. Essence,
he plans to help those who are like him
to step over boundaries that he felt were
holding him down.
“I feel like there are a lot of people on
Eastern’s campus who have a story,” Dixon said.
Dixon’s skit ended with a representative of the Sexual Assault Counseling and
Information Service telling the audience
and crowd about the resources available
to students on campus.
Akeem Forbes, a sophomore English major who won first runner up, performed his skit in the manner of a chess
game with him portraying the black
pawn in a game of white pieces.
“(I’m) just a simple black pawn in another man’s game,” Forbes said.

CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

The Essence of a Man contestants pose for pictures after The Essence of
a Man 2014 pageant in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr.,
University Union. In order from left to right: Brandon Hightower, Akeem
Forbes, DeVonte Dixon, D’Andre Day, and Daniel Wallace.

Forbes’ skit examined metaphorical existence of African-Americans being seen
as a smaller piece to a larger game; however, he used the position of the pawn on
a chessboard as a place of power and not
position of weakness.
Forbes said because he is the black
pawn in a game run by the white king, he
can only move forward, never backward,
always striving for something better aside
from the stigmas, lies and stereotypes African-Americans face.
Each line spoken by Forbes addressed
the issues faced within the African-American community. As he stepped closer to
the white crown, he called out all the stigmas calling them lies.
“Your tongue lashes at me like whips
to my back,” Forbes said. “To you white
king, I say checkmate.”
Many of the contestants addressed
an issue that is current either to AfricanAmerican males or the race as a whole.
Even the subject of being raised fatherless
was touched on during the night.
D’Andre Day, a senior kinesiology
and sports studies major, held his hands
up telling the audience members “Don’t

shoot,” which was a tribute to the Ferguson, Mo., case with the death of Michael
Brown this past summer.
“How many sons and brothers are we
willing to sacrifice before we say enough is
enough,” Day said.
Day addressed the misconception that
some police officers have a black males
stating every 28 hours a black male is
killed.
“My worth is greater,” Day yelled. “I
want change and I want it now, so let’s
wake up.”
Day’s performance struck a nerve with
members of the audience as they cheered
and clapped once it concluded. The issue
of black males dying at the hand of police brutality is a subject many felt deeply.
When it came to the talent portion of
the night, many of the men sang, did interpretive dance and even mimed. Each of
the performances had themes of uplifting
and overcoming obstacles.
“We are more than what the eye
can behold,” Day said.
Roberto Hodge can be reached at
581-2812 or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
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Local weather
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Clear

Chance of Rain

High: 34°
Low: 28°

High: 48°
Low: 42°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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Freshman finance major John "Ben" Jackson and freshman biology major Shamus Shields are awarded scholarships totaling over $75,000 during a ceremony in front of the Eastern ROTC Panther Battalion on Thursday in the north gym of McAfee.

ROTC students receive scholarships
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
Two freshman involved in ROTC received $75,808 each in U.S. Army Cadet Command scholarships to be applied
to various university costs over the next
three years of their education.
Ben Jackson, a finance major from
Charleston, and Shamus Shields, a biology major from Mokena, were honored in
a ceremony Thursday and awarded Advanced Designee scholarships, which require them to maintain a 3.0 GPA and
pass a physical fitness test.
During a period of six semesters, the
students will receive about $29,000 in
tuition and about the same amount toward room and board, as well as $3,600

for books, about $1,300 for student fees,
and tax-free stipends ranging from $350
to $500 per month.
Gordon Ramey, the enrollment and
scholarship officer for ROTC, said the
recipients stood out because they were
quality students who met the standards
for academics and also had leadership
potential, adding that they both are Eagle Scouts.
“In an organization like this, it’s full
of A-personalities, so it’s kind of hard to
stand out in an A-personality organization,” Ramey said. “But these two young
men did.”
Lt. Col. Eric Savickas, leader of the
ROTC program, told ROTC members
attending the ceremony that although
scholarships are limited, they should still

work hard so they can attain one when
more opportunities come around.
“I know that we are living in constrained fiscal times here in the United States,” Savickas said. “The budgets
that we once enjoyed in the army, at
least when I was in in the ‘90s and early
2000s, money was good, and that’s tightened up a little bit.”
Savickas said those who did not receive scholarships should not be disheartened.
“The message that you take home
from this is if you try hard like I’ve always asked you to do and you accomplish things and meet the standards of
what we’re asking, those possibilities
are there for you,” he said.
Ramey said scholarships for ROTC

students are helpful because they can
focus on training and classes without
having to worry about finding a parttime or potentially a full-time job.
“The increasing financial burden for
students for a four-year college degree
is just enormous,” Ramey said. “So I
think these students would probably
want to be part of the ROTC program
regardless, but with us being able to
help them out, it’s not as much stress.”
Both students said they joined
ROTC to help pay for school, and
they plan to enlist in the military after graduation.
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.

Resident recognized for service to country
By Jason Howell
Assistant Photo Editor | @thejasonhowell
Rob Pruett had to relearn how to
speak, walk and even to recognize
whom his own mother was.
He was shot in the head on Oct. 13,
1967, which resulted in most of his
memory being blocked out and causing mobility problems on his right
side.
“I had to start over — from
scratch,” Pruett said.
“He had to learn to speak,” said his
wife, Libby.
“…Walk and everything,” Pruett interjected.
“He did not even know his own
mother,” his wife said.
A boy who grew up on a farm south
of Effingham, Pruett was drafted into
the Vietnam War in 1966.
“I just knew it was the job,” Pruett
said.
“Back then when you got your
draft notice, you had to go,” his
wife said.
A veteran of the US Army 5th
Battalion 7th Calvar y, he was
awarded the Purple Heart for his
heroics during the war.
Later, Pruett became active in the
Lion’s Club and has been for more
than 30 years.
The Lion’s Club provides services
to communities ranging from Camp
Lions for children and adults to eye
clinics and the collection of hearing
aids and glasses.
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Purple heart recipient and Charleston resident Ron Pruett was recognized for his heroics during the Vietnam War
and dedication to the Charleston community by the city council on Tuesday.

He was named as a recipient of
a Lions of Illinois Foundation Fellow because of his service to the
Charleston Lions Club and State
Foundation.
Charleston Mayor Larry Rennels
said it was because of Pruett’s service to Charleston and his country

that he was recognized by the city
council at Tuesday night’s meeting.
Rennels said the council occasionally extends recognition to
those who serve the community.
“(Pruett) was selected because of
the extensive amount of work that
he’s done for the Lion’s Club and

community,” Rennels said. “I think
what prompted us to go ahead
with this was the fact that the Lion’s Club recognized him with this
award.”
Jason Howell can be reached
at 581-2812 or jlhowell3@eiu.edu.
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Author defines relationship between humanities, science
By Debby Hernandez
Administration Editor | @DEN_News
Author Joseph Carroll presented “The Historical Position of Literary Darwinism,” where he def i n e d L i t e r a r y Da r w i n i s m a n d
spoke about his interdisciplinary
approach to reading literature.
The Improvement of Undergraduate Instruction and the EIU
Humanities Center provided the
lecture Thursday in the Doudna
Fine Arts Center.
Carroll is the author of two collections of essays known as “Literary Darwinism” and “Reading Human Nature.”
He is also the author of a book
titled “Evolution and Literar y
Theory.”
Carroll said a casual constraint
exists within the evolution of biology, the social sciences, and humanities.
He said evolutionary biology is
constrained by the “principles that
regulate the physical world,” while
social sciences are limited by the
basic ideas of evolutionary biology.
Carroll said the study of humanities is making use of the ideas
from the evolutions of biology and
social sciences.
Carroll said a hierarchy of organizational complexity is where humanities lie at the top, making it
the highest level.
“Literar y scholars are sometimes unhappy with the idea that
the humanities are in the receiving end of a whole series of ideas,
” he said.
Carroll said a relationship connects the sciences, and evolutionary biology is the crucial link between them.
“ You can talk about physics

JACK CRUIKSHANK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Author Joseph Carroll gives a presentation on literary Darwinism on Thursday in the Lecture Hall of the Doudna Fine Arts Center. He explored the relationship between humanities and science.

and chemistry and music to discuss literary works, but it’s not
nearly as relevant as the type of
principles that emerge in evolutionar y biology,” he said. “Because it influences the social sciences, (it) finally gets down to a
level of human behavior that is
directly relevant.”
Carroll said in today’s society

Twice is Nice
960 18th St., Charleston, IL 61920
217 - 348 - 5803

Black Friday Sale
Friday, November 28
Open 9 AM - 7 PM

60% off most merchandise
Up to 40% off furniture
Up to 50% off designer items
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 10am-4pm | Closed Sunday

people continue to str uggle to
add culture and imagination.
He argued that the arts are necessary to humans because humans
have imagination.
“They can not live in their
imagination, they can’t help but
see the whole world as an image,
as a story,” he said.
Carroll also argued that litera-

ture and the arts are about human
nature.
Carroll said artists take the basic human nature created by their
particular culture, and shape it in
their own way to create particular
works of art.
“To study particular works of
art you have to go through at least
two more layers,” he said. “You
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have to talk about how an individual culture organizes all the elements of human nature into a coherent system, and how individual artists take that material from a
particular culture and organize it
into particular works of art.”
Debby Hernandez can be reached at
581-2812 or dhernandez5@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening at EIU?

Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
Illinois Biennial Drawing/Watercolor & Frankie Flood: Machines that Work both on display
Community Coffee Hour | 4 - 5 PM
ICDG promotes diversity & understanding bet ween various peoples & cultures; Jackson Ave. Coffee
‘Revolutionary Decade: Reflections on the 1960s’ Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library’s fall program and exhibit series; all events are free and open to the public
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
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& Karaoke!
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Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook to get
all the latest news and sports info!

Don’t miss a minute of coverage!

1508 4th St. - (217) 345 - 2844
(At the corner of 4th and Lincoln)
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What I learned from Samantha Middendorf
Anthony Catezone

Snapchat: leading
the way in promoting
new age prostitution
As if anyone had a glint of hope that Snapchat, a photo messaging application for smartphones, was not created with the intention of
promoting prostitution, it wanted to clarify.
You were wrong.
Snapchat introduced Snapcash on Monday,
where people can now send money through
the app to their friends.
So the same app that has become widely
notorious for secretly sending provocative photos to others now allows people to also send
money.
Let that sink in.
If you still do not know what that means,
here: those who sent any provocative photos
before can now get paid to do so.
And we’re now one step closer to prostitution
being legal! Are you f****** kidding me?
With Snapcash, the creators of Snapchat,
Evan Spiegel, Bobby Murphy and Reggie
Brown, are essentially promoting prostitution.
However, Snapchat has made a discernible attempt to keep the news of the money
exchange classy (with an embarrassingly-tacky
commercial using a song and dance and an
unrealistic example to promote Snapcash).
The example the commercial uses is a brother and sister shopping in a store. The brother,
then, discovers a gift that would be “perfect for
mom.” He asks his sisters to send him $15, so
she does VIA SNAPCASH! And all is right with
the world.
A world where adolescents will now grow up
with the disgusting possibility of paying for provocative photos. Snapchat was invented for and
is used for one thing: sending provocative photos.
People can say they do not use Snapchat for
those purposes or Spiegel, Murphy and Brown
can claim it is something more, but let’s be realistic.
Everyone knows that was the initial motive
for downloading or creating the app in the first
place. Hell, it seems every weekend now another couple hundred photos are leaked online.
There are 100 million active users on Snapchat.
Just imagine the possible amounts that are not
being leaked.
Which, furthermore, begs the question as to
why anyone would ever trust Snapchat anyway?
It has teamed up with Square, a company that
founded on-the-spot credit card payments and
quick online payments via e-mail.
All of the credit card info will be stored
with Square, but still, Snapchat has had countless privacy issues that anyone one who trusts it
with his credit card info is equally moronic as
the creators promoting this god-awful product.
But hey, at least people must be 18 years of
age to use Snapcash. The Snapchat idiots got
one thing right. Now they won’t get sued.
Anthony Catezone is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-2812
or DENopinions@gmail.com.
Snapchat him at username: @AnthonyCatz.

For extended letters and
forums for all content visit
dailyeasternnews.com

Samantha Middendorf challenged me
more than any other editor or reporter I
have ever worked with — and I will forever be grateful for that.
As news editor, I’m supposed to be the
one who knows what I’m doing.
I’ve been working for The Daily Eastern News nonstop since I was a freshman,
so at this point, I should have some idea
how to do news.
Or at least, I should be able to keep
my staff editors on track.
I’m supposed to tell them what stories
they need to write, how to deal with difficult sources, how to manage daily deadlines while somehow passing their classes, and so on.
Being an editor is so much more than
just editing.
I was nervous to start my job this
semester.
I’m not a natural leader. I don’t exude
confidence.
I’m quiet and shy and honestly sometimes I have no idea why I decided to be
a journalist.
And Samantha didn’t make my job any
easier.
From the beginning, I knew she didn’t
take me very seriously.
That made me mad. That made me
second-guess myself.
But more importantly, that made me
step my game up.
I told everyone budgets for week one
of fall semester were due by the end of
June. I don’t think I got an entertainment budget until a few days before classes started.
There were times when I would try
to be serious with her. I would try to
be angry and tell her what needs to get

Stephanie Markham
done. But my bad mood couldn’t touch
her.
She would look at me and smile the
entire time, then start explaining what
she has been up to.
By the end of the conversation, we
would both be smiling and working out a
solution to the problem.
Samantha and I had opposite personalities, which is why I think it was difficult
for us to connect at first.
I always called her Sam even though I
knew she preferred Samantha, and looking back, I have no idea why.
But as the semester went on, we both
made progress.
Not only has her writing improved
beyond what I ever expected, but she has
also trained reporters at a rate I have never been able to.
Most of the new reporters who came in
for News Writing 1 would head straight
to the entertainment desk, and Samantha
knew exactly how to work with them and
build their skills up to the next level.
We will have good writers for years
because of her.
She and I eventually found some common grounds.
Even if it was just that we both loved
concerts, Shakespeare and writing, I’ll
never forget those conversations we had

when we were able to push work aside for
a moment.
There were some ideas Samantha had
that sadly she never accomplished, but
with the passion and determination she
had developed for covering her beat,
there’s no doubt in my mind that she
would have with time.
I can still hear her words in my head,
as she sat adjacent to me at the conference room table on an early Sunday afternoon, smiling as usual whether she wanted to be there or not, and explained her
failed attempt at a series exploring what
students do in Doudna after hours.
“I walked up to a girl and said I was
with The Daily Eastern News, and she
started laughing at me.”
News meetings will never be the same
without her humor, her optimism, that
big smile that accompanied her laugh —
a laugh filled with heart and soul that put
the whole room under her spell.
And I have learned more working with
Samantha than I ever could have in a
classroom or in any other setting.
I learned not to take myself too seriously.
I learned to laugh now and then while
I’m writing and editing all night.
I learned to find a way to make connections with people who are different
from me.
I learned who I am as a writer, an editor, a journalist and a human being —
just by knowing and having the privilege
to work with someone as dynamic and
amazing as Samantha Middendorf.
Stephanie Markham is a junior journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinions@gmail.com.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Exercise caution during Thanksgiving travels
As the university lets out for its weeklong break to celebrate Thanksgiving, we
urge those traveling home to exercise the
upmost caution when traveling.
With weather predicted to be sleeting
rain Friday and Saturday, roads will be a
bit hazardous and can be tricky.
Given recent events, we hope students
will be smart about the choices they make
as they make their way home this weekend.
When it comes to being safe, nothing
should be taken for granted. Just because
you have driven the same road 100 times
does not mean you can do it the 101st
time.
Going slow on the roads and making
sure you are safe is better than ignoring
the rules of the road in order to make it
home 20 minutes sooner.
We have been given a great gift of time
off, and we understand that students
are excited and eager to make their way
home. If you are driving, make sure your
car is top condition. That means checking the oil levels and air levels in your
tires.
The few extra minutes it takes to look
over your vehicle could mean the difference between life and death.
And during Thanksgiving break, please
also exercise that same caution. We still
have two weeks left of the semester before
finals when we return.
Doing something less than safe just for
one night is not worth whatever trouble
may lie ahead.

Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks
for everything going well in your life. If
the whole break winds up with you in
danger or hurt, it will not be much of a
break.
When we think about Thanksgiving, we should be thankful for the people
in our lives, and we are sure others are
thankful for you as well.
Don’t waste an opportunity to see
loved ones by hurting yourself simply
because you weren’t paying attention.
With two weeks left before finals, that
means we are at the last leg of the race,
the home stretch. Instead of wasting the
opportunity to continue your education,
if you’re not thinking ahead about safety,
you will be hurting not only yourself, but
the ones you love.
We have recently lost one of our own,
Samantha Middendorf in a car accident
on Saturday. She died after receiving
injuries from the accident.
Knowing there is nothing in this world
worse than having someone you loved
ripped from your world suddenly, we
want everyone on this campus to be safe.
Again and again professors, administrators, resident assistants and others
tell us we at Eastern are a family. We are
united.
And that means we are united, no matter what. Even in the darkest of times we
can still hold onto the glimmer of light
that we are surrounded by those who love
us.
With that in mind, remember to take a

few moments before you travel home this
weekend to make sure you are completely
safe in driving home. It will help you out
in the long run, if not right now.
Midwest winters can be brutal, and
given what has happened last year, this
year does not look too much better. With
that in mind, now is the time to start
preparing for the treacherous weather.
Safety is never something to take lightly. We know now more than ever the
sanctity of life and how precious and
fleeting it can be. It is not something to
take lightly.
While zooming off to get home as
quick as possible may seem like the best
idea, remember, in the scheme of things,
shaving a few extra minutes off your
arrival time isn’t always the best option.
We are a family here at Eastern. Each
one of us the other’s brother or sister.
And with it comes the responsibility to
keep yourself safe.
As we keep you in our hearts this
Thanksgiving break, remember, some are
not so lucky to get to go home and see
loved ones.
Some do not have the chance to see
their family or friends.
Some of us lost those important to us.
Let’s not lose anymore.
Be safe this Thanksgiving, on the way
home, during , and on the way back.
Have a happy Thanksgiving, Eastern.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.
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WINTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
For Eastern, cost plays an important factor in the use of salt.
Paul McCann, the interim vice
president for business affairs, said
Eastern tries to use as little salt
as possible, while, at times, using
sand as a cheaper substitute.
McCann said Eastern uses salt
“around the doors and where ice
has accumulated on the walks.”
For the winter of 2013-2014,
the total cost of salt was $23,000,
which equated to 145,000 pounds
of salt purchased in 50-pound
bags.
Croy said that although he understands when students have difficulties with snow and ice around
campus, no one is to blame in the
situation.
“We are doing our best; we try
to make things as safe as possible,”
Croy said. “Maybe we can’t get it
all off, but we try to have walk
paths cleared within reason.”
Croy said that ultimately students should not be worried about
this winter weather.
“ We a r e r e a d y f o r a w i n t e r
above average,” Croy said. “We’ve
got as much [salt] as we had last
year so we should be in decent
shape.”

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Jack Cruikshank can be
reached at 581-2812
or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

Eastern groundskeeper Greg “Joe Jones” Lee uses a torch to modify a bracket on a salt distributor on Thursday in the facilities building. Lee, who has
worked at Eatern for 20 years, said he enjoys all the different projects he is able to work on as a part of the grounds crew. “I have the best job on campus,” Lee said. “I just love the variety.”

» FRATERNITY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

They had seven members at the
time of reactivating, but they now
have 10, Byers said.
“It was my duty to make sure
we became active,” Byers said.
Byers said he was unsure why
the organization was inactive for
so long, but the hardest part about
reactivating was changing the perception of the chapter.
“There are a lot of negative stereotypes with being in Omega,
at the end of the day it’s (still) a
college organization,” said Jarrett
Moore, a junior engineering major.
Moore said their organization
is a service fraternity with GPA
being a high priority for aspiring members. The minimum is

2.5, but they would like their prospective members to have a higher number as well as being downto-earth.
“We’re not looking for the most
popular guy on campus; we’re
looking for hardworking and intelligence,” Byers said.
Byers said the older two members were on campus at one point,
but because they were close to
graduating they probably had no
desire to restart the chapter.
“When you’re younger you’re
more enthusiastic and have more
energy to do things,” Byers said.
One of the unique aspects of
those in Omega is they do not advertise their informational meetings.

“We don’t go looking for members, you have to come seek Omega for yourself,” Byers said.
By e r s s a i d i n t h e f u t u r e h e
would like if his organization
would win chapter of the year, as
well as establishing a foundation
for the fraternity where future
members can know what to expect
and what to do each semester.
Byers said winning first place in
this year’s NPHC Step Show was a
very rewarding experience because
the members are finally seeing the
results of their hard work.
CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu

The members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., perform during the 2014
Step show Nov. 8 in McAfee Gymnasium. Omega Psi Phi won their first
step show after being off campus for nearly two decades.
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Swim teams take off for IUPUI
By Sean Hastings
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s and
women’s swim teams will
compete at the House of
Champions this weekend
hosted by IUPUI in Indianapolis.
T h e m e e t s w i l l s t re t c h
from Friday through Sunday, running all day.
Both Eastern teams are
coming off their first victories of the year over Valparaiso last Saturday at Padovan
Pool and hope that they can
keep that momentum moving forward into the weekend at House of Champions.
The teams will run into
Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis for
the second time this season.
Eastern opened the year
on Oct. 17, when both the
men and the women fell
short of a victory the first
time they saw IUPUI.

CLASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
Part-time server and kitchen help
wanted. Hunan Restaurant in Mattoon.
217-234-4855.

Sublessors
Looking to sublease. 3rd male roommate. 1305 4th St. $450/month (negotiable). tapearce@eiu.edu.
217-493-9264.
_________________________11/21

For rent
Spacious 1, 2, and 3 BR Apts. Great location. Starting at $300 per person.
Call or text 217-273-6820
_________________________ 11/21
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SEMESTER Only 1 left! Very nice 1-3 BR Duplex! Close to campus! Discounted
rates! Call or text 217-345-4001
eiuliving.com
_________________________ 11/21
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2015
Whether you’re looking for a 1 BR
apartment or a 6 BR house, we have a
home for you! Prices starting at $300
per month! Great locations! 1 minute
walk to Lantz! Call or text
217-345-4001. eiuliving.com
_________________________ 11/21
2-3 bedroom homes close to campus.
217/345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_________________________ 11/21
4 bedroom home. $250/person/
month. 217/345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_________________________ 11/21
5-7 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. 217-345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_________________________ 11/21

The men lost by a score
of 142-63, and the women
lost 155-48.
T h e Pa n t h e r s w i l l a l s o
see schools such as University of Indiana, University
of Evansville, University of
Wisconsin-Green Bay, Lewis University, Butler University at the House of Champions.
Since this will be the second time swimming against
IUPUI, the teams will know
how they swim their races.
Eastern coach Jacqueline
Michalksi said she noticed
last time that IUPUI has a
lot of depth.
Michalski also said that
all the schools would have
an advantage over Eastern
because they will have a full
roster and the Panthers are
still not at full strength because of swimmers with illnesses.
The House of Champions
will have all of the events
that are offered for a regu-

For rent
Leasing Now: Fully Furnished 1, 2,
3 BR apartments and 4 BR house
Pet friendly, some utilities included. Lincoln Ave and Division St locations. For additional information
call
508-6757
________________________11/21
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk
from EIU, stove, fridge, Microwave,
dishwasher, W/D, New carpet and
paint. Parking Included, water &
trash pd. 348-7746
________________________11/21
For 2015 - 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR Apts. Carlyle
Apartments. 348-7746
________________________11/21
January 2015 - 1 BR Apts., all appliances & W/D. Trash pd.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
348-7746
________________________11/21
2 BR Apts. as low as $285/person, All
appliances some with dishwasher,
washer/dryer, or garage. Trash pd
some with water pd. As close as 3
blocks to campus
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________11/21
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. Call 24
hours for details, 630-505-8374
________________________11/21
EIUStudentRentals.com
217-345-1815
________________________11/21
FOR 2015-2016: VERY NICE 1-8 BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS.
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. CALL 217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com
________________________11/21
FALL 2015: 3, 4, & 5 BR houses.
Close to campus. Includes all appliances and garbage. Call or text
217-649-6508. keslerodle.com
________________________11/21

lar meet.
The meets will start on
Friday with the 200-frees t y l e r e l a y, 5 0 0 - f r e e style, 200-individual medl e y, 5 0 - f re e s t y l e a n d t h e
400-medley.
On Saturday the swimmers will start off with
the 200-medley, 400-indivual medley, 100-butterfly,
200-freestyle, 100-breaststroke, 100-backstroke, and
finish off with the 800-freestyle relay.
On Sunday they will
star t off with the 1,650,
200-backstroke, 100-freestyle, 200-breaststroke,
200-butterfly and the
400-freestyle relay.
Because the Panthers are
down so many people this
weekend, they will have to
approach the races differently.
“Because we’re down a
few people we’re really just
focusing on individual times
and individual race strate-

For rent
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6 BR
houses, Studio, 3, or 4 BR Apartments.
Most utilities paid on apartments. Call
(217) 855-8521.
__________________________ 11/21
Leasing for Fall 2015 has begun! 1, 2, 3
BR/ 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
217-348-1479
__________________________ 11/21
WALKING DISTANCE TO BUZZARD - 1,
2, 3, 4 BD APTS 1812 9TH, FALL 2015/ 3
BD. 1205 GRANT, AVAILABLE DEC. 2014.
sammyrentals.com. CALL OR TEXT 217549-4011 OR MESSAGE 217-348-0673.
__________________________ 11/21
MELROSE & BROOKLYN ARE NOW
LEASING FOR 2015-2016 Fully furnished, private bathrooms, balcony, W/D
in each apt, internet, cable, parking and
trash included in rent. Why live in the expensive dorms another year when it
costs LESS to live in the nicest apartments in town? Call for more info!
217-345-5515 melroseonfourth.com
__________________________ 11/21
AVAILABLE JANUARY! Huge luxury
apartments, corner of 4th and Polk, at
discounted price! Fully furnished, private
bathrooms, W/D, internet, cable, parking
and trash included. Roommate matching available! Call for a showing before
they’re gone! 217-345-5515
melroseonfourth.com
__________________________ 11/21
Available January 2015-Nice one bedroom, off campus apartment. Pet friendly, good parking. $375 per month. Call
Todd 217-840-6427
___________________________ 12/5
Available for Fall 2015- 3, 2 and 1 bedroom apartments and duplex.
RCRRentals.com 217-345-5832
__________________________ 12/11
Available Fall 2015: 1025 4th St. 5 BR, 2
full baths, 2 half-baths, washer and dryer.
(618)670-4442
__________________________ 12/12

gies, as compared to the last
meet we were a little more
focused on tr ying to as a
team win,” Michalski said.
As opposed to the previous meets, the swimmers
will most likely not have
to swim in an unfamiliar
race even with the unavailable swimmers, and will be
swimming in their prime
events.
Michalski said that this
weekend’s races will be set
up similar to how their conference meets will be set up.
They are trying and testing out to see what their
conference runs will be.
This will be the last time
the Panthers are in the pool
until 2015, when they will
be at the Western Illinois
Do u b l e - Du a l o n Ja n . 1 6
and 17.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

For rent
AVAILABLE JANUARY! Huge luxury
apts corner of 4th and Polk at discounted price! Fully furnished, private bathrooms, W/D, internet, cable, parking
and trash included. Roommate matching available! Call before they’re gone!
217-345-5515
www.MelroseonFourth.com
_________________________ 12/15
Sign a lease BEFORE Christmas break at
Melrose on Fourth for a 2 BR, 2 BA first
floor apartment for the 15-16 school
year and get a special DISCOUNTED
rent! Call 217-345-5515 today for details! www.MelroseonFourth.com
_________________________ 12/15
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for
2015-2016 school year. Call 217-9620790. Appliances included.
_________________________ 12/15
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio, 1, 2,
& 3 bedroom apartments. Great locations! ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_________________________ 12/15
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2015 A studio
apartment, located in “The Fields.”
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_________________________ 12/15
5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $325
each A/D, W/D, D/W, partial covered
large patio. 217-345-3273
__________________________ 1/13
4-6 bedroom house, 1521 2nd, $325
each. A/C, W/D, off street parking.
217-345-3273
__________________________ 1/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio cottage for 1 (6 total) 1906 11th, $350 each.
Large yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273
__________________________ 1/13

One person’s trash is another’s treasurelist your “For Sale” items in the Daily Eastern News!

Print, Online, and Email. three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!

Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816

Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015
Good Housing, Proven Management
Housing for 1 from $350-440
Housing for 2 from $290/person
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus


woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

Don’t Miss Out! Let us show you your new apartment today!
So Many Locations! Amazing New Floor Plans!
All Inclusive Pricing! Pet Friendly!

217.345.RENT (7368)www.unique-properties.net
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By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
When the 2014 season began, the No.
1 question surrounding the Eastern football team was, who will be the starting
quarterback and now as the season comes
to a close at noon on Saturday at O’Brien
Field the same question is being asked.
Eastern coach Kim Dameron said Jalen
Whitlow is questionable for the Panthers’
season finale against Tennessee-Martin,
opening the window for red-shirt senior
Andrew Manley.
In the Panthers’ 27-20 defeat against
Jacksonville State, Whitlow left the game
with a hip flexor in the fourth quarter and
did not return.
The junior transfer from Kentucky
started eight straight games after splitting
time with Manley in Eastern’s first three
games.
“Once we found our identity and we
decided to go with Jalen we started to roll,”
Dameron said.
But heading into Saturday’s game Whitlow may not be available at all.
With Whitlow, Eastern turned its season around, going from 1-5 to 5-5 before
last week’s loss.
The four consecutive wins in the Ohio
Valley Conference included two on the
road.
Tennessee-Martin coach Jason Simpson
remembers last year’s loss to Eastern, but is
leaving that defeat in the past.
“It was certainly high-scoring for them
not for us, we hardly moved the ball at
all,” Simpson said with a chuckle. “But it’s
a new staff, a new quarterback. I’d like to
think we could put that game behind us.”
The Panthers beat the Skyhawks 70-22
to end the 2013 regular season.
With both teams entering with 5-6 records, Dameron said the Skyhawks are
similar to the Panthers, both in how their
seasons have played out and also defensively.
“They deploy in somewhat of a 3-3
stack type, (defense) they play with five defensive backs much like we do, so there are

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Red-shirt senior defensive back AJ Woodson is grabbed from behind and thrown down to the ground during the Panthers' 48-26 win over Murray State
on Nov. 8 at O'Brien Field.

a lot of similarities,” Dameron said.
The one glaring difference on defense is
the way Tennessee-Martin covers wide receivers.
“Coverage wise they quite a bit different
than us,” Dameron said. “They play quite a
bit more man-coverage than we do.”
Simpson has noticed the differences
watching film, especially when comparing this year’s Eastern defense with the past
couple of year’s.
“They move around a lot more, have
more pressures, they chase the football and
they’re really hungry on defense,” Simpson said. “They win games defensively and
their statistics are really good.”

The Panthers have the No. 2 scoring defense in the OVC, allowing an average of
17.4 points per game.
Tennessee-Martin has had its own defense success as a team and individually, as
the Skyhawks rank in the top-five in all defensive categories in OVC play.
Senior linebacker Tony Bell leads the
Skyhawks with 5.5 sacks in conference
games, while also leading his team with 69
tackles.
“We started him on the inside earlier in the year and we moved him back to
outside linebacker and since we’ve done
that probably our last six weeks, you look
at our defensive statistics and how they’ve

improved since the first part of the year.”
Simpson said.
The Tennessee-Martin coach continued
and said Bell needs to perform every week
for the Skyhawks’ defense to be successful.
“We need him to make 10 tackles a
week, sack the quarterback and make big
plays,” Simpson said.
Just like the Minnesota defense did not
know what quarterback it would be chasing in Eastern’s season opener, Bell and
the Tennessee-Martin defense still do not
know what quarterback will be taking
snaps on Saturday.
Regardless of who it is, Dameron said
he is confident that whoever it is will play

well.
More importantly for Dameron, Saturday gives the Panthers one more chance
to execute, play as a team and end the year
with a win.
“Our challenge for the younger players
and our seniors too, is to go out and let’s
play our best football game we’ve played
thus far this year, let’s send out these seniors
the right way,” Dameron said.
Aldo Soto can be
reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.

Panthers face ‘Mean’ competition
during Hospitality Hill Challenge
By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern women’s basketball team will go up against Florida State University and North
Texas University in the Hospitality Hill Challenge at North Texas
University in Denton, Texas.
The Panthers head into this
tournament on a two-game losing
streak in which they lost to Missouri-Kansas City and IndianaPurdue University at Indianapolis during the past week.
Missing layups and open shots
have been a problem for the Panthers in their first two games, as
they are shooting 28.9 percent
from the field and 19 percent
from the 3-point line.
Sabina Oroszova currently
leads the team with an average of
12.5 points per game this season
and Arnisha Thomas is averaging
nine points a game.
The Panthers have a tough test
to face on Saturday, when they go
up against Florida State, which
comes into the game with a 2-0
record, averaging just below 100
points a game.
T h e Se m i n o l e s d e f e a t e d A labama-Birmingham 92-62 and
Bethune-Cookman 103-34 for
their first two wins of the season.
Last season, the Seminoles
went 21-12 overall and 7-9 in
the Atlantic Coast Conference
and lost their best player to the

Eastern Illinois vs. North Texas
The Super Pit
Denton, Texas
0-2, 0-0 (OVC)

WNBA Draft.
Natasha Howard was selected
fifth overall by the Indiana Fever
in the draft.
She averaged 20.4 points a
game on 44.8 percent shooting.
Tr y i n g t o r e p l a c e H o w a r d
would seem like a tough task, but
so far this season the Seminoles
are doing an excellent job.
Maegan Conwright is averaging 19 points per game, along
with Adut Bulgak, who is averaging 17 points a game.
The Seminoles have three other players averaging more than 10
points per game.
Ivey Slaughter is averaging 16
points per game. Shakayla Thomas, and Emiah Bingley are averaging 12.5 and 10.5 points per
game, respectively.
The Seminoles, as a team, are
shooting more than 50 percent
from the field and 44 percent
from the 3-point line.
On Sunday, the Panthers will
face, host North Texas University Mean Green in a battle of winless teams
North Texas is coming off two

0-2, 0-0 (C-USA)

losses this season at the hands of
Houston University and Northern Colorado.
The Mean Green are averaging
45 points per game this season,
and shooting 31 percent from the
floor.
A l s o , l i k e t h e Pa n t h e r s , t h e
Mean Green is struggling shooting the ball from the 3-point line
in which they are shooting 21
percent.
B r i e s h a Wy n n i s t h e M e a n
Green’s leading scorer this season,
averaging 12.5 points per game
and shooting 35 percent from the
floor.
Eboniey Jeter is averaging 12
points per game and is the only
other scorer on the Mean Green
t h a t i s a ve r a g i n g d o u b l e d i g i t
scoring per game.
Eastern and Florida State will
tip-off at 5 p.m. at the Super Pit
on Friday and the Panthers and
Mean Green will tip-off at 2 p.m.
on Sunday.
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
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Senior forward Sabina Oroszova drives to the basket during a game on
Jan. 18 at Lantz Arena. The Panthers lost 64-56.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The #EIU men’s basketball team comes up short against UC Davis and loses 63-61 at Lantz Arena.
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Eastern comes up short to UC Davis, 63-61
Defensive
screens thrown
at Panthers
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @Banash
The UC Davis men’s basketball team gave Eastern all it could
handle defensively, with a lot of
s c re e n s , b u t a t t h e e n d o f t h e
night the Aggies emerged victorious beating the Panthers 63-61
Thursday night in Lantz Arena.
Dylan Chatman helped stir a
second-half comeback for Eastern, after taking a moving screen
by an Aggie player, following a layup by forward Luke Piotrowski.
Three possessions later he hit
a three pointer to bring the Panthers within one, 51-50, after the
Panthers trailed by as many as 10,
at 45-35.
“I didn’t expect that screen,”
Chatman said. “I was tr ying to
give them something different
because I was jumping to one
side and giving them the lane,
I played straight up, and that’s
when he made the pick and
fouled me.”
Corey Hawkins increased the
Aggies lead to three with four
seconds remaining.
Chatman soared through the
d e f e n s e a n d s h o t a f re e t h row
line jumper, which missed, as the
clock expired.
“I kind of flipped when I shot
it,” Chatman said. “It wasn’t a set
play, we were just trying to get
the best shot we could, plus we

were out of timeouts.”
Even though Chatman wasn’t
pleased with the last shot, Eastern
coach Jay Spoonhour was.
“I was OK with it, Dylan had
more time than he thought he
d i d ,” Sp o o n h o u r s a i d . “ T h a t’s
what you want to do though, you
want to take it and attack.”
Spoonhour also said that the
Panthers’ defense played fine, but
was slowed by difficult matchups.
“Oh, it was all right,” he said.
“There’s a lot of guys that had a
hard time playing because UC
Davis had five guys who could
make plays and put the ball on
t h e f l o o r, s o t h e r e w e re s o m e
lineup problems. I was glad to
see Trae (Anderson) play well.
He needs to get a little stronger,
around the goal probably.”
Junior forward Trae Anderson
was the Panthers’ leading scorer and rebounder with 16 points
and nine rebounds.
Chatman followed with 15
points and three rebounds.
A n d e r s o n s a i d t h e Pa n t h e r s
need to communicate better on
defense, especially when facing
a team that screened as much as
UC Davis did.
“A l o t o f t i m e s w e l o s t o u r
man, and couldn’t recover,” Anderson said. “We need to communicate on defense.”
Next for Eastern, is the Emerald Coast Classic, where the Panthers play at 4 p.m. Sunday at
Cincinnati and then at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at Creighton.
Blake Nash can be
reached at 581-2812
or banash@eiu.edu.

KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Trae Anderson,a junior forward, attempts a jump shot in the game Thursday against UC Davis in Lantz Arena.
Anderson ended the game with 16 points.

Panthers, Bruins set for semifinals in OVC tournament
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @Banash5
The Eastern volleyball team beat
Eastern Kentucky in five sets in the first
round of the Ohio Valley Conference
tournament.
The No. 6 seeded Panthers were led
by All-OVC player Abby Saalfrank,
who led all players with 24 kills and a
season-high 18 digs for her 14th double-double of the season.
She also had four service aces and
two blocks in the upset over the third
seeded Colonels.
“Everything just really came together today,” Saalfrank said in a press release. “Our blocking got off to a slow
start, but we eventually started to click,
and our communication between the
back and front courts was really great.
We will definitely take this energy into
tomorrow’s match.”
The Panthers will take on No. 2 seed
Belmont in the semifinals at 4:30 p.m.
Friday at Racer Arena in Murray, Ky.
The Colonels had the advantage
heading into the fourth set, having won
both the second and third sets by scores
of 25-21 and 25-22.
However, the Panthers started the
fourth set with a vengeance, taking a
12-8 lead, before the Colonels responded with a 10-2 run and an 18-14 lead.
Josie Winner’s soft kill and a service
ace by Kelsey Brooke swung the momentum, and after a few timely kills by
Saalfrank, the Panthers were able to pull
out the victory in set four, after a huge
block by junior Chelsea Lee, who finished with 12 kills and four digs, along
with that blocked shot.

That tied the game at two apiece,
as Eastern won the first set 25-22.
“EKU’s a great team and still are,
but it was a matter of we came out
and did a great job of fighting back
into it,” Eastern head coach Kate
Price said in a press release. “Alexis
Plagens, their outside hitter is a good
kid, feisty, and we did a good job of
containing her at the end to win the
match.”
Plagens, a senior, finished her career at Eastern Kentucky with a double-double of 24 kills and 14 digs,
and as a member of the OVC all-conference team.
The fifth set saw the Panthers
open up with an 8-5 lead, which was
sparked by a put-down from red-shirt
freshman Josie Winner.
She finished with eight kills and
two blocks and the Panthers finished
off the Colonels with a 15-8 victory.
Freshman Allie Hueston, who was
named to the all-newcomer’s team last
night, finished with 11 kills and four
blocks.
All-OVC setter junior Marah Bradbury dished out 54 assists and nine
digs, while classmate Stephanie Wallace was one four Panther players to
record double-digit digs.
Seniors Kelsey Brooke and Dakota
Springer had 15 and 13 kills, respectively, while Saalfrank added one for
the victory.
This is the first time in the last
three years the Panthers have won
their opening round match.
“That’s the cool thing about the
tournament, you have to win to
stay alive,” Price said. “Everyone’s
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Junior outside hitter Chelsea Lee leaps to hit the ball during the Panthers' 3-0 win over Morehead State. Lee had
12 kills and scored 13 points during the game.

slate is clean and we beat EKU in
three sets at home this year, and
they took two games today. It’s
just a matter of fighting for ev-

ery point till the end because one
game/loss and you’re done.”
The Panthers will take on the
Bruins, who won in four sets over

Austin Peay Thursday afternoon.
Blake Nash can be reached
at 581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.

